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Generous

James 1:17, 1 Chron 29: 11, 14, 16-17, Matt 25:24-26a, Gen 28:20-22, Luke 11:39-42, 2 Cor 9:7, 2 Sam 24:21-25, Mark
12:41-44 ESV
Creation

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no
variation or shadow due to change. [James 1:17]
Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the
heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. [1Chron 29:11]
"But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from you, and
of your own have we given you. [1Chron 29:14]
O LORD our God, all this abundance that we have provided for building you a house for your holy name comes from
your hand and is all your own. 17 | know, my God, that you test the heart and have pleasure in uprightness. In the
uprightness of my heart | have freely offered all these things, and now | have seen your people, who are present here,
offering freely and joyously to you. [1Chron 29:16-17]
He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 'Master, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping where
you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here, you have what is yours.' 26 But his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant!  [Matt 25:24-26]
Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that | go, and will give me bread to
eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that | come again to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God, 22 and this
stone, which | have set up for a pillar, shall be God's house. And of all that you give me | will give a full tenth to you."
[Gen 28:20-22]
And the Lord said to him, "Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of
greed and wickedness. 40 You fools! Did not he who made the outside make the inside also? 41 But give as alms those
things that are within, and behold, everything is clean for you. 42 "But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and
every herb, and neglect justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.
[Luk 11:39-42]
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
[2Cor 9:7]
And Araunah said, "Why has my lord the king come to his servant?" David said, "To buy the threshing floor from you, in
order to build an altar to the LORD, that the plague may be averted from the people." 22 Then Araunah said to David, "Let
my lord the king take and offer up what seems good to him. Here are the oxen for the burnt offering and the threshing
sledges and the yokes of the oxen for the wood. 23 All this, O king, Araunah gives to the king." And Araunah said to the king,
"May the LORD your God accept you." 24 But the king said to Araunah, "No, but | will buy it from you for a price. | will not
offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God that cost me nothing." So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty
shekels of silver. 25 And David built there an altar to the LORD and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. So the LORD
responded to the plea for the land, and the plague was averted from Israel. [25a 24:21-25]
And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the offering box. Many rich people
put in large sums. 42 And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. 43 And he called his
disciples to him and said to them, "Truly, | say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to
the offering box. 44 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had,
all she had to live on." [Mar 12:41-44 ESV]
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Stewardship

Return on Investment

Theological Dishonesty

Excited Obligation

Am | sitting on my "talent"?

Has God blessed others...through us?

Tithing

Costly generosity

Are we sacrificially and joyfully generous?
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